CHAPTER VII
The Nature of Adeptship.

THE Adept lives self-consciously in a state of time"
lessness. He is unconditioned and is, therefore,
free. If He chooses He may sink into the relative
oblivion of eternity leaving time and temporal things
behind. By forsaking the universe in which His
freedom has been won, He may re-enter self-
consciously the unconditioned whence unconsciously
He came forth.

Though the perfected man is free to choose such
a course, so great is His compassion for the world,
so close His unity with all that lives, that, standing
on the threshold of eternity with bliss beyond
conception within His reach, He refrains from
entering in.  Renouncing the fruits of victory, He
who has learned to live in eternity voluntarily sub-
mits Himself to the imprisonment of time. He
knows that by this renunciation, by sharing the
imprisonment of humanity, He, knowing the way of
escape, is able to bring all beings nearer to their
goal. At His spiritual birth He renounced all powers
and possessions ; now, on the eve of His birth into-